The Great College Mystery!

Journey to Your Dreams




What Is Get Ready
All About?

Get Ready gives students and their families information about colleges and careers. The web below
shows the different ways Get Ready shares this information. See if you can figure out what each picture
represents and then write it on the line.
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Activities with this symbol meet at least one of the Minnesota academic standards for reading, writing and math.



What Is It All About?

Does going to college seem like a mystery to you?
It doesn’t have to be.

It takes planning and money to get a college education. However, if you start preparing now, you can go
to any kind of college you want!

In order to go to college, you'll need to discover the answers to important questions like these:
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“Postsecondary” or “higher education” refers to any education after high school. 1



Let’s Meet Our Cast of Characters:

Hi, ’'m Marcus. | want to be a
middle school teacher.

That means I'll have
to go to college for
four years. | like
learning new
things, especially in
science. As a
teacher, I'll be able
to help kids every
day and be a good
role model.

Hi, ’m Maylee. | love animals
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and want to be a

veterinarian. | have a

dog and a cat now,
and | take good
care of them. My
favorite subjects in
school are science
and math. | will go
to a four-year
college, and then to

veterinary school for

another four years.

Hi, I’'m Peter. | want to become a landscape

architect, so | can make

beautiful parks and
gardens. | love
building things and
being outdoors, so
this job would be
fun for me. I'll go
to a two-year school
to learn more about
plants and design.

Then | will transfer to

a four-year school.
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Hi, ’m llhan. | like reading, writing, talking with
my friends and meeting new
people. My favorite subjects
are social studies and
language arts. | want to
be a newspaper
reporter, where | could
learn a lot and share
information with other
people. | will go to a
four-year college to
study journalism.
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Hi, ’'m Angela. | love plants and
flowers, and would like to
be a florist, so | will go to
a technical college for
two years. | would like
to start my own flower
shop. I'm good at
math and art. I'm
organized, even when
I'm busy, and | love
meeting new people.

Hi, ’m Chris. | want to be an
& artist, because | love
/ drawing, acting and
building different
kinds of sculptures.
I'm creative and
outgoing, and | like
trying new things. |
will probably go to a
four-year art college,
where | will gain
experience and learn more
about different types of art.

2 There are more than 170 public and private colleges in Minnesota.



Hi, ’'m Nou. | am

a college student
studying to be a

civil engineer at a
four-year college.
That means Ill

learn ways to help
build a bigger and
better place for all
of us to live. | have a
work-study job as a tutor,

and will have an internship over the summer.
| love to travel and see different places.

Hi, ’'m Eddie. | went to a

community college for

two years to learn how to

run my own business.
Now, | own a gas station.
| like visiting with my
customers when they
come in, and | feel I'm
part of my community.
| also like riding my bike

and playing baseball.

Q{\T‘“'d Hi, ’'m Mrs. Girard. I'm a school
’ librarian. | had to go to
college for six years to
become a librarian. Now
| enjoy helping students
do research and select
books. | love to read and
| also like working on
the computer. In a library,
there is always something
new to learn.

Hi, 'm Tommy. I'm an
Education Liaison with
the Get Ready
program. | went to a
community college

for two years and

then transferred to a
university for two
years to get my
bachelor’s degree in
psychology, which took
a total of four years of
higher education. | love &
working with kids and helping them set goals
for their future. | also like listening to music,
watching movies and playing soccer.

Hi, 'm Ms. Drucker. | went
to college for four years,
and then to graduate
school for two more
years to earn my
master’s degree.
Now, I'm a school
counselor, and | enjoy
meeting with students
every day. | also like
hiking and photography.

Hi, ’'m Ms. Jackson. | always
wanted to be a teacher
because | love working
with children, and |
always get to learn new
things. | went to a
four-year college, and
then became a fifth
grade teacher. | also
like to play the piano,
go canoeing and travel
with my family.
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College graduates are more likely to have Internet access than those with only a high school education. 3



Benefits of College

Why Is College Important?

/\/—'—'\\ Ms. Jackson: College

helps people every day, in
many different ways.
Can you think
of ways college
might help you?

(

Peter: I'd never
thought about
college. | had a
million questions,
so | went to

my teacher,

Ms. Jackson, for
some answers.

)

Peter: All teachers need a

college education, so | knew

that she’d be able to help me.

| explained that when | get older
| want to get a job where | can

work with plants. | wanted to
know if college would help
me do that.

What are some ways that college can improve your life?

Investigation

List three ways going to college would affect List three ways you can give back to your community
your career: with a college education:

1. 1.

2. 2.

3. 3.

List three ways going to college would affect the In your own words, write two to three sentences
way you live: that summarize the ideas on this page:

1.

2.

3.

List three new experiences you might gain by going
to college:

1.

2.

3.

4 More college graduates use computers on the job than high school graduates.






